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Draft Notes of the Compton Bishop Parish Annual Open Meeting 
Held on Friday 24 April 2015 at Cross Hall 

 
Present : Cllr K Mace (Vice Chair), Cllr T Mason, Cllr R Parker, Cllr M Rolfe, Cllr C Woolley, Cllr 
R Woolley. There were 22 members of the public present. 
 
Cllr K Mace explained that Cllr J Denbee and Tessa Munt could not attend this meeting as 
this period of pre-election is a period of political purdah. 
 

 Apologies for absence : Cllr A Campbell, Mrs S Ham, Mr I Tabrett 
 

 Minutes of the  2014 Open meeting : The Minutes were accepted as a true record 
and duly signed by the Vice-Chairman 

  

 Matters arising from the minutes : There were none. 
 

 Report of the Wildlife site: Dr Sarah Ayling explained her role in managing the 
Wildlife Site on behalf of The Parish Council. The previously reported fallen poplar 
tree has opened up the site with more light coming in. The tree surgeon has also 
constructed a willow den for children. The hedge on the eastern edge of the site has 
been laid. Bird and owl boxes have all been used this year but the recent high winds 
have brought some down and replacements are needed. If anyone would like to 
build new boxes Dr. Ayling has plans available. Notices have been received about a 
number of non-indigenous invasive species of foreign insects, sea-life and plants. 
Specific reference was made to ‘Parrot’s Feather’ and ‘Water Fern’ which are often 
bought for ornamental ponds. People should not empty water or pond-plants from 
aquariums or ponds into rivers, rhynes or ditches as these invasive species form a 
blanket which blocks light, causes de-oxygenation killing indigenous species and air 
breathing insects. They will also block water courses and drainage channels.  
Maintenance of this site is carried out by volunteer working parties. Volunteers are always 
needed on each third Sunday of the month from 10 am. The work is not onerous, it is fun 
and a good way to meet people and the more people who come, the more can get done. 

 

 Cray Charity Report: Mr James Warner gave an outline of the history and purpose of 
the charity, set up in 1723, with the explanation of the origins of the fund and the 
sale of land and subsequent investment of the proceeds.   The poor rates of return 
show some improvement. Those resident parishioners who have children entering 
Higher Education could be assisted by the Charity and he urged anyone wishing to 
make an application to contact him Warner. Applications should be made in 
September, prior to the new term, one application was made last year. 

 

 Neighbourhood Watch Report: Mr Eddie Farley 
A full report was given by Mr Farley (attached). New members who wish to be 
included in the Neighbourhood Watch scheme and anyone willing to be a local co-
ordinator should contact Mr Farley (732989) or Alan Truman (732374). The Parish is 
now classified as a ‘No Cold Calling Zone’ and Mr Farley has a small supply of stickers 
for household, if required.  

DRAFT 
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 Parish Council Report : Cllr Ken Mace (Vice-Chairman) 

 Chairman’s Report : Cllr Mace read a written report (attached) from the 
Chairman, Cllr Allison Cambell.  

 Finance and General Purpose Advisory Group : 

 The number of hours allocated for Parish Clerk duties is insufficient at the 
moment and will need to be increased to accommodate the increasing 
workload. We propose to increase the number of hours from 20 to 26 per 
month.   

 Precept Bid and Budgeting: An increase of 2.1% is required to  cover existing cost 
structure, new charges are anticipated (e.g. for SDC to manage PAYE) and the 
increasing demand for clerking hours 

 Community Project Fund : A fund of just over £5,000 built up over many years 
to benefit the parish, Interest income very small. Support for Coffin Lane 
campaign included a Dedication Agreement for “Clements Corner” of £900 and 
fencing at £600. 

 Highways Advisory Group 
The Highways group have updated our inventory and state of the road 
document and submitted this to Somerset Highways.  We have requested that 
the A38 be re-surfaced with noise reducing material. No date is forthcoming. 
We have asked the residents, at the east end of Cross, their opinion on the 
congested parking issues. The highways department recommended yellow 
lines but this was not acceptable to the residents. Any issues arising from 
parking, congestion or obstruction should be reported to the Police. 

 Planning 
The Council dealt with 24 planning applications and one appeal. Of the 24 
applications, Sedgemoor concurred with CBPC in respect of 23 with the 
remaining 1 yet to be decided. The methodology used relies on the Sedgemoor 
Core Strategy, The Village Design Statement and, where necessary, site visits. 
All planning applications and documents are available on the Sedgemoor 
Website.  

 Environment Advisory Group : This group is concerned with our designated 

Open Countryside, Rural Heritage, the protected landscape which is an AONB 
and SSSI. There are significant, but welcomed, pressures on the countryside 
from increasing leisure use (walking and cycling), the changing land use, 
farming and infrastructure are issues which are, in some way, protected by our 
Village Design Statement which is a supplementary to the planning regulations. 
Other :  

 Annual Litter Pick - In February we had a smaller but excellent turn-out of 13 
volunteers. A massive amount of rubbish was removed from our verges.  

 Dark skies – increasing levels of lighting gives our parish a rating of 
‘small city light pollution’.  

 Superfast Broadband – The Axbridge BT exchange is still to be evaluated 
by Connecting Devon and Somerset. The time for the survey is estimated to be 
Jul 2015 – Dec 2015. 
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 Footpaths 
A report from Ian Tabrett (Footpath Liaison Officer) was presented. (see 
attached)  

 Social 
Cllr Woolley gave a report on social events, Local choices and Bleadon Sluice 
Gates (see attached)  

 Cross Lane  
The outline plans for a pedestrian and cycle-way were presented. While there 
are problems in obtaining an agreement on extending the ‘verge’ in Cross 
Lane, progress has been made at the southern corner at the A38. Michael 
Clements has agreed to a dedication of land to enable construction of a 4 
metre path/cycleway. The Coffin Lane Group has cleared the hedging and now 
removing a wall and levelling the path. Our thanks to Mr Clements and to Mr 
McColgan who is providing free legal support for the dedication to the PC. 
 
There is a regular attendance at Axbridge Market. An Easter walk from New 
Inn along the coffin path to Axbridge Town Square, where we will had copies 
of our petition to sign – and Easter eggs, was a great success. Regular articles 
are included in local papers and all information can be viewed on the web site 
- www.coffinlane.com. 
Regular meetings at The New Inn are attended by up to 15 people. The next 
meeting will be held on  5th May at 7.00 
A Midsummer Bike Ride is being organised for Saturday 27 June - details to be 
confirmed. Short safe ride for little ones and also a longer ride of about 2 
hours to include part of the Strawberry Line with refreshments at the end to 
reward the hard pedalling. 

 National Grid/Hinkley C Connection Update 
Cllr Parker gave a presentation on the current state of the project to connect Hinkley 
C power station to Seabank. The route will pass from Mark to Sandford via the Lox 
Yeo Valley. 
National Grid has submitted a Development Consent Order (DCO) to install an 
overhead connection (Pylons) on this route. Because the Lox Yeo Valley is an AONB, 
the cables will be placed underground. CBPC has demanded a sub-sea installation to 
avoid the despoiling of the landscape and the detrimental impact on people. 
Currently the DCO is being examined by The Planning Inspectorate. CBPC has been 
fully engaged in this process since 2009 and is participating in the examination 
process. CBPC is opposed to overhead and the undergrounding of cables. It supports 
sub-sea which was rejected by NG and would support the less invasive Gas Insulated 
Line installation which could utilise the M5 route. 
The impact of undergrounding would result in long working hours, noise, air 
pollution, more traffic, etc. The timetable would mean a construction period of up to 
six years and re-instatement of the mature landscape would not be complete until 
2027 for grass and hedges and 2037 for trees. 

 Parish Elections 
With six nominations for Parish Councillor, the election is uncontested and there will 
be no election. The elected councillors are Mr Kelvin Glimstead, ken Mace, Terence 
Mason, Delia McCarthy, Elizabeth Parker, Margaret Pritchard. 
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 Date of Next Meeting 
Friday 22nd April 2016 

 Public Open Forum for elector participation and to question Parish Councillors and Local 
Beat Officer on matters of concern. 

 Mr S McColgan thanked the Parish Council for their work and also for the 
financial support for the grass cutting in the churchyard. He also reported 
that a replacement Rector for the Crook Peak Parish is likely in the next few 
weeks. 

 Mr E Farley asked whether The Parish would be interested in fire protection 
equipment, available from Neighbourhood Watch. This was enthusiastically 
welcomed. 

 


